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Attorney in Argument Against Equallz-
atisn Board's Order Says Excessive

Taxation Cause Nationg Ruin.

Guthrie, Okia., Jau. .—"As far back
15 we have any account of organized
governments, oppressive tuxation has
been the perpetual burden of the peo
ple, 1t ls the evil that forever menades
government in whatever form, It de-
stroyed Rome; produced the French
revolution: caused Charles 1 to be be-
headed, snd brought on the American
revolution.”

Tila st tement g8 included in the
prie:s, pre; ored and fled today by Al
torbey C. u, Horner of Guthrie in the
ense, previously filed with the state

supreme court where in is challenged
the right of the state bhoard of équaliz-
ation in ordering a flat raise of all
1911 property values in the state over
$400,000,000 over the returns made by
the local assessors. Horner contends
that the state board, in making this
ralse, did not equalize and adjust val-
ues but instead foreed an assessment
and thereby usurped the powers of
the city and township assessors
throughout the state.
What Board's Duties Are.

Under Sectlon 21, Article 10 of the
state constitution that creates the
state board of equalization, Mr, Horner
argues the state board his but two
duties—one to adjust and equalize the
valuation of real and personal prop-
erty in the several counties of the
state, the other to assess all rallroad
and public service corporation prop-
erty. He says in the brief:

“If the state board may raise the
negregate yvaluation of the state §300.-
000,000 it may raise i1 ten times this
amount. If it may disregard and set
aside all local asgessments and fix val-
uations of Ite own upan all the prop-
erty in the state, it Is neither more nor
less than an assessing hourd, because
It all local sesessments are sot aside
there remains no nssessment except
that fixed by the board, and If the
valuation fixed by the bosrd is not an
pasessment, it Is not anything.”

Point Against State Board.

"1t 18 &4 rule,” says the brief, “that
what cannot be done divectly, cannot
be done indirectly, If the state bonrd
of uquul!mtl?n ¢ould not originally as-
gess all the property in the state, it
could not accomplish the same result
through the form and pretense of equal-
ization, 1t would seem that to permit
all the property in the state to be tax-
ed upon values fixed by the state board
in total disregard of the action of local
asgesgors, s to vest the state board
with power of assessment, Thers can
be no tuxntfon without an asgessment,
In such a case it cannot be sald that
the taxes dare based upon the local as-
sessménis, beenuss they are not.”

Horher argues that to permit the
state board to be an pssessing body is
centralization of government. And he
adds: “it ls a part of the scheme and
policy of our law thet all local prop-
erty sholl be assessed locally.”

“The brief states, too, that to per-
mit such power to the state obard is
in oppoeition to the tendency in Okla-
homa and the newer states Lo bring the
government closer to the people. “Any-
tLing which operates ngajnst this prin.
ciple Is distinetly hostile to the tend-
ency of the times and is prima fecle
contrary to the policy of law."

Cannot Raise the Aggregate.

Mr. Horner argues that the state
board has no power to ralge the aggre-
gate valuation of property returned by
the loeal assesgors. If, for instance,
the total amounts to ninety million dol-
larg, the state board can equalize and
ndjust but cannot raise the grand total
above that figure, The territorial su-
prome court of Oklnhoma made that
finding also.

"o vest in the state board of equal-
igition the unlimited power to levy
taxes and thereby to take the property
of the citizen, would be to strike down
and destroy the prineiple npon which
our government is founded. I there
s no limit upon the power of the state
board to ralse property valuations,
there is no”limit upon their power to
levy taxes, It would be farcical to
{imit the per cent of their levies, if
there was no limit on the valuations
which they might fx.”

Making the point that the state con-
gtitution provides thst a man's prop-
erty shall be assessed at itg fair cash

cratic
candidaey of Roosevell have converf-
ed the national capital into & veritable
whirlpool. Confusion reigns In repub-
fican ranks. President Taft suys that
he will die before he will quit. The
black and tan delegation from the
gouth. the bread and butter bridages
from other states, the politicians and
office-holders generally believe that he
can stem the tide and weather the
storm. LaFullette and his friends say
It ls victory or death for the Wiscon-
sin statesman. He intends to run it
out to the bitter end and will not side-
travk for the strenuons colonel, Hoose-
velt's friends declare that he will make
i definlte announcement at an early
date. They say that he is the only re
publican who can snatch victory from
defeat and his enemles swear by the
big horn spoon that he not
nominated and that if powinnted he
ol pot bhe elected.  They say that the
third term, tne Harviman campaign
fund and the steel trust swallowing up
their only rival, the Tennesseae Coal
and Iron company, with Roosevelt's
approval, make him both unfit and un-
desirable. It seems that Wall Street
i& -backing Roosevell. The breach in
the republican party appearg to he
both fundamental and fatal,

The mesting of the democratic com-
mittee has intensified interest in dem-
oporiatic presidentidl possibilities. There
is much milling among democrats, but
their differences are not fundamental
or fatal, There I8 a slow but sure
erystallization and allgnment into two
sharply defined camps, the conserva-
tives on the one hand, led by Governor
Harmon, and the progressives on the
other, led by Governor Wilson.. The
procees of eliminstion is removing all
other candidates from the contest, The
two house candidates, Underwoid
leaning to the conservatives, and
Clark, leaning to the progressives, are
sharing the common fate between the
two mill stones, The special sensa-
tion of the week has been the an-
nouncement on the part of-Hon. J. 1.
Whiteacre, of Ohio, in favor of Gover-
nor Wilson and against Harmon. Spe-
clal significance Is attached to bis
declaration on account of the depress.
ing effect it will have on Harmon,
since Whitesere is from the Gover-
nor's state, and, on the other hand, the
depressing effect it will have on Clark
and Underwood becanse he is 4 mem-
ber of the house. Mr. Whitacre de-
clares that Wilson is the only_candi-
date who can possibly win, especially
if Roosevelt is nominated. This sentl
ment (s rapldly erygtallizing, A news-
paper man representing 75 dalies puts
it this way: The talk of Roosevelt's
candidacy renders Wilson's nomina-
tion beth indispensable and inevitable,

Senator Gore has been polling the
democratic press of Oklahoma and up
1o date the results are as follows: Wik
=on 09, Olarfl 47, Brydn 2, Harmon 2,
Underwood 1, Folk 1, Marshall 1.

The Oklahoma delegation had hoped
to pass Congressman Oarter's bill for
the sale of the surface of the segregat-
ed coal and asphalt land on Thursday
last. Thelr hope was based largely on
the sassurance of Speaker Clark to
the people of Oklahoma that the Dill
should pass last Thursday., The meas
ure went over, however, but will be
pressed by the delegation to an early
passage,

enn he

Presb'~~rian Church.

There will be wo mid-week servics
at the Presbyterian church while (Lo

value, Mr. Horner says: “To nssess
a man’s property at iwo thousand dol-’
lars, when ‘It 18 only worth one thou-
gand, i3 to make him pay laxes upon
oneé thousand dellavs of property thm"
he does not own and which does not

revival gervices continue st the Moth:
odist chureh. it iz the desive of the
pastor that all our members of the
church and congregation wil attond
thesa rovival services.

W. 0. DAVIS, Pastor.

committee and the threatened |2 tribunte of only $14.60.

Within ten months after the passage
of the Dingley bill the rpice on a box
of tin plate advanced from $2.80 to
§4.85, an advance of 73 per cenl in
ten mouths. Why is the cost of living
high?

What does o loyal ehurchman think
of the following words of Robert
Biatcehford, possibly the best known
living socialist of England?

“Rightly or wrongly, | am opposed
to Godship, kinship, lordship, priest-
ship.”

Within two years alter the passage
of the Dingley bill the price of barb
wire ndvanced from §$1.68 100
pounds to $4.13 per 100 pounds, an in-
erense In price of 150 per gent, or 70

per

per cent a yeur. Why is the cost of

living high?

The fundaental principle of social-
fsm Is that labor s the standard of
value. That a product 15 worth ex-
actly the gmount of labor expended in
producing it. If this theory s true,
land cannot have any value whatever,
because land is not the product of la-
bor. Bat if land really has value, then
the fundamental principle of socializm
cannot he troe,

A total fire loss of §221.191.44 was
gustaffied in Oklahoma doring the
month of December, according to the
report of State Fire Marshal ©. C.
Hammonds, This is $00,000 less than
the fire loss for the preceding month.
There were 123 fires reported, of which
number twelve were incendiary or sus-
pected of being of incendiary origin.
Thirty-four fires were of unknown
origin.

The next president of the United
States will hardly veto measures seek-
Ing to remedy “indefensible tariff
schedules.

Within sixteen months alter the pas-
gage of the Dingley law the price of a
keg of wire.nails increased from $1.36
to §3.52, an increase of 160 per cent
Why Is the cogt of living high?

The Dingley tariff bill beosme o law
during the summer of 1897, Within
three and one-half years after its pas-
gage the cost of living had Increased
thirty-one per cent, an increase of nine
per cent a year.

Within four years after the pussage
of the Dingley law the price of window
glass advaneed from $1.75 a box w0
§4.80 2 box, an increase of 175 per cent
or 42% per cent each year. Why I8
the cost of living high?

The state msurance department col-
lected during the year 1911 and turned
Into the state treasury the sum of
§203,000, o his is the largest amount
ever collected by this office in any one
yoar since Its establishment, The in,
gurance department is now the greal-
pst revenue producer among the offices
of the state.

Under the Payne-Aldrich tarifi law
the tariff on the clieapest brand of
gloves Iz 68 per cent, while the tariff
on the costliest brund of glaves is ouly
14 per cent. Thus when a factory hand
purchases a doliar's worth of gloves
he Is forced to puy o tanifl tribale o
glxty-six cents, whila the factory own-
&r, when he purchases a doll* s worlb
of gloves pays n tarifl tribute
fourtecn cents

The hest report received yei by
marle Waoodaon, superintendent of detr

onstration farms. wasg that received

of only |,

during the year recently closed was
iSH-l..‘iilt'i. The largest fee collected dur-
ing the year, and the largest collected
gince the organization of the offlce, was
the charter fee of the M. O, & G, Rafl-
road company, amounting to $20.000,
Next to this in amount was the fee of
$£5,000 coMected from the Cotton Mills
Security company.

The Oklahoma state demoeratic cen-
tral committee has opened headguar
ters for the year at the Lea-Huckins
hotel in Oklahoma City Arrange-
ments will be made for the state con
vention, which meets at the capital
Febroary 22nd, and preparations are
being made for the prosecution of o
vigorous state campnign. The prob-
ability of elocting the democratio nis
tlonal tleket hng given Inspiration 16
the democracy of Oklnhoma, and ths
coming fight will e one of the most
vigorous the party has over wagad in
this state.

the German’ government has presented
to the University of Wisconsin the!
original copy of the “Golden Book of
Germane In Ameriea,” The volume
consists of original autograph articles,
poems, mottoes and greetings by Ger-
man statesmen, artists, poets and men
of letiers generally, expressing the
spirit of Germany and the Germana
with reference to thelr former fellow
countrymen in the United Btates.

This collection was prepared for the
world’s falr at St. Louis In 1904, as an
expreasion of the Interest of Germana
prominent in government, sclence, art
and literature In the United States and
in German-Americans.

Tries to Send Kitten by Mall.

Minnedpolis, Minn—A kitten I8 no
proper article to send through the
maily, espoctally If the animal has no
return address upon it. A local mail
collector found one In a package box
tere the other day, and turned It over
to the police,
to the pollce stntlon a8 an unclnimed

The kitten was token |
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Commission Rates Propoged,

Rates proposed by the commission
wara 25 cents for distanoes o
miles or less: 30 cents for dige
of 250 miles, and ove rthat ‘nce
a6 cents, with 26 cents a flat for
night service, and 2 cents ndded for
eath word In excess of ten, whether
the service bo night or day. Accord-
ing to the court's figures, the physi-
cul value of the property used in Okla-
lioma for all clasges of the Western
Union's business is §381,554, and the
fncome aceredited to Oklabomun was
but $8,132, or lexs than 3 per cent on
the Investment. Fguring strietly
from a standpoint of intrastate bosi-
ness, but 244 per cent of (he total in-
vestment or $92.626.74, the court finds
s employad in such business, und' that

(Cnntlousd on Page Two.)
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